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(b)  The Water-Ways,
After having stayed for some time in India, the Chinese
travellers, merchants and pilgrims, returned generally by the sea-route,
which can be noticed in the writings of these sojourners. Fa Hien, for
instance, after resting at Pataliputra for a certain period "following
the course of the Ganges and descending eastwards for eighteen
yojcMas," reached Campa. Thence embarking in a "large merchant
vessel", he sailed away to the south-west and after " fourteen days,
sailing day and night, he came to the country of Sinhgala (Ceylon)."
This was the beginning of winter and the winds at the time of
sailing were favourable, Remaining there for two years, Fa Hien
"took passage in a large merchantman, on board of which there
were more than two hundred men, and to which was attached by a
rope a smaller vessel, as a provision against damage or injury to
the large one from the perils of the navigation," aad proceeded east-
wards, Sailing for ninety days, they came to the island of Java,
whence again, embarking in another large merchantman, which had
also on board "more than 200 men/' carrying provision for fifty
days, and after sailing night and day for twelve days, they at last
reached the shores on the south of mount Lao, which is the Shan-
tung promontory,1 Yuan Chwang also followed the same route,
Following the track on the south bank of the Ganges, this traveller
and his merchant friends came to Chan-po (Champa),3 and he too
followed in Fa Hien's foot-steps,
That there were clearly-marked and well-known water-ways in
the days of these Chinese travellers cannot be denied, for it can be
proved from their own accounts, When Yuan Chwang, for example,
proposed to Kujnararaja (Bhaskaravarman of Kamarupa) that he
would like to return to China, the king replied: " But I know not,
if you prefer to go, by what route you propose to return; if you
select the Southern Sea route, then I will send some officials to
accompany, you."3 From this reply it is evident that there existed
what was known as the Southern Sea route by which sea-farers
returned to China from India in the seventh century.
We may now see whether I-Tsing followed this route when
leaving for his own country, I-Tsing observes that "This is the
place (Tamralipti) where we embark when returning to China*
1 FaHien,0f,cifc, P.III.
3 Yuan Chwang, <$. dt.> II, p, 181; Hiuen Tsiang, op. tit., II, p. 191.
3 Shamans Hwui Li and Yen Tsung, life, p. 188.